CHAPTER   III

FACTORS   OF   NATIONAL  LIFE

THE question is often asked, What has been the cause of the
wonderful success of Japan ? Those who have attempted to
answer it not infrequently make the mistake of ^^ 1S the
forgetting that " cause " means the resultant of cause of japan's
all the conditions which produce a phenomena, success?
as they have looked only at one or two of the components.
They, in addition, have not clearly recognised that national
evolution is a very complex phenomenon of which the
various factors cannot be distinctly separated, as they
act and react on each other. Any attempt at a simple
summation of the factors would lead to conclusions which
are entirely fallacious. Their effective components may vary
very much, not only in amount but also in intensity, and
their combination produces entirely unexpected results. We
shall glance at some of the more important forces which have
been at work in Japan, but their resultant must be estimated
more by the efiects which it has produced on the national
life than from the results of any process of integration.

Much discussion has taken place regarding the race to
which the Japanese belong, but the best authorities believe
that they are Mongols.    Dr. Baelz makes the Rac6f ciimatC(
hypothesis that there were two chief streams   geographical
oif immigration, both coming from Korea, and   PSSnSmo
both spreading eastward and northward.    The    conditions.
Ainos, who are not Mongols, are, indeed, jgint occupiers, in a
small degree, of the soil of Japan with the Japanese, and
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